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Latest Forums

Re: Holiday anyone?
| am going to sunny... Brighton. The sunny part...
Posted by Allin'Wh...-08 Mar 2012 03:06PM

Re: Whats everyone up to today?
captain - what does jump mean?! :lol: | don't...
Posted by Allin'Wh...-08 Mar 2012 03:06PM

Re: Whats everyone up to today?
captain - what does jump mean?! :lol: | don't...
Posted by FixieDu...-08 Mar2012 03:05PM
Re::D:D:D

Wowy, that's so great, well done!! Very very lucky...
Posted by Allin'Wh...-08 Mar 2012 03:04PM

Cosmo readers recommend
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Celebrate the month of Love with Lacoste Enter
Competition »

JOIN COSMO...
Get the latest celebrity gossip

Win heaps of prizes
Chat to other Cosmo girls





[image: image3.png]o

8 iy

S

Keep up-to-date with  Cosmo click fixes
the hottest fashion Get shopping with
news Cosmo’s hot new fashion

Get your fashion fix right  finds

here

Pop Sugar

Kate and Matthew Step Out to...
Goldie Havwn had the love and support of her family tonight,
including daughter ...

Jessica Simpson Poses Nude...
Jessica Simpson's nude on the cover of Elle magazine's
April issue! The host of ..

Kristen Stewart Legs It to...
Kristen Stewvart got sexy in a short leopard-print dress in
Paris today. She...
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Thursday's big issue: Sexist language


8 March 2012 by Phoebe Hindson





Dear women,


How often do you feel that men don’t take you seriously? Well why would they when the language that we love so dearly is subtly tailored to subliminally show males are the superior breed. Even with labels such as Miss, Mrs and Mr. Why should women have to provide their marital status when men go through life with the same label, same name, same respect? 





Our language contains within it countless words used to describe promiscuous women. All of which, I might add, have negative connotations. Tramp and slut are just a few of the words we can find in the English dictionary followed up with definitions such as ‘an immoral or dissolute woman; prostitute’. The opposite can be said for men, the names used to describe a promiscuous male are, rather unsurprisingly, complimentary. Stud, player, even whore when used to refer to a man is said with a sense of pride and achievement. I dread to think the tone with which that word would be said if the subject was a women. A linguist named Julia Stanley carried out a study, she found that there were 220 words to describe promiscuous women, where as a pitiful 26 for men! 





One of the main problems caused by these words is that male opinion of women will never change. While words such as slut and tart still remain within our language people will still believe that’s all women are. This is a theory called linguistic determinism, it shows that while these words still remain so do the ideas those words carry. Where as if these words did not exist women would not be able to be labelled in such a way. Sapir Whorf is a theorist that believes strongly in linguistic determinism, he believes that we see the world through language and so if language has negative thoughts on women, so will we. 





We all know that on most occasions when one of these words is said there is no weight behind it. How often have you called someone something that’s not technically true? I know I have. They have become common insults. Thrown about in the same way you may call someone an idiot, does anyone even know the true meaning of that word anymore? No, we just know that it’s not a good thing to be called it. There is so much that can be explained about negative words and yet we are still not finding out why there are so many more for men then women. 





The countless words for promiscuous women are just the start. When looking to see a difference between words for men and women there are many other scenarios that show an inequality. Words used to describe old women, for example hag and spinster. I don’t think I have ever heard the words used in a positive way. But it is just the way our culture is. Old women are not represented well. On television you would be lucky to see any women above the age of 50 who is not botoxed to within an inch of her life. But we are lucky enough to have Bruce Forsyth grace our screens every Saturday night in Strictly come dancing season. With, as always a young glamorous “assistant” by his side. 








There have been recent developments in this area. As the national phenomena that is political correctness, or PC as it is becoming better known, spreads across the country we are loosing such words as actress as women stand together to stop discrimination. And I say good for them. Why should there be any differentiation between their job titles they both do the exact same job. But many of these differences still remain within our language, host and hostess, hero and heroine, landlord and landlady. Our language seems set on separating women and men. 





What do you think? Does our language dictate how women are seen? Write in the comment box below to have your say. 
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I don’t agree with this idea of linguistic determinism, I have never heard such a ridiculous idea. Our opinions of other women are such because of their actions. That would be the same even if the words didn’t appear in the dictionary. Yes I wouldn’t have a specific name to give that women down the road that has different men coming out of her house each night, but what I thought of her would remain the same.











I think its really hard to see which came first, did all these words make us form an opinion or did the words arise because the opinion was already there and there became a need for these words. Either way I don’t think its helpful to have them in our language as it does obviously create status issues. I don’t understand why men don’t have as many words as we do? And you’re right, they do say those words to men like a compliment! Women would never get that treatment, but I think that is just how our society is, it will never change. Although I think it would have a good chance of changing if we could take those words out of the dictionary. By having the words there, men feel they are allowed to use them. So take them out and just maybe they will stop being used.











I have never had a problem with people knowing if I’m married or not. When I wasn’t I would write Miss on forms, and now I am I write Mrs. Why does that mean I suddenly have less status. I think making an issue of these words just highlights any difference that people would just not have noticed.  There are plenty of bad words you can call men as well, like pig. My husband would hate it if I called him that so I wouldn’t. And he wouldn’t call me one of the words in your article, I think men have a lot more respect then you give them credit for.














